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ing while wandering among the lanes, whose
myrtle hedges were the bowers of the fireflies
(they) heard the carolling of the skylark, which
inspired one of the most beautiful of his
poems.1

If external surroundings could have made
them happy they might have been so now, but
Shelley, though in better health, was very nervous.
Paolo's scandal and the legal affair embittered his
life, to an extent difficult indeed to estimate, for
it is certain that for some one else's sake, though
whose sake has never transpired, he had accepted
when at Naples responsibilities at once delicate
and compromising. Paolo had knowledge of the
matter, and used this knowledge partly to revenge
himself on Shelley for dismissing him from his
service, partly to try and extort money from him
by intimidation. The Shelleys hoped they had
" crushed him " with Del Rosso's help, but they
could not be certain, because, as Mary wrote to
Miss Curran, they "coulcl only guess at his
accomplices." With Shelley in a state of extreme
nervous irritability, with Mary deprived of repose
by her anguish on her father's account and her
feverish anxiety to help him, with Clare unsettled
and miserable about Allegra, venting her misery
by writing to Byron letters unreasonable and
provoking, though excusable, and then regretting

1 Notes to Shelley's Poems, by Mrs. Shelley.